Butterworth Gospel Hall

Two Mothers – Compared and Contrasted
9th May, 2010
By KC Ung
Intro.: 
A Modified study of Proverbs chs. 9 and 31 for Mother’s Day
I. Two Mothers Compared.

Pro. 9:1-18; 31:10-31
A. Mother Wisdom compared with Mother Virtue.
Pro. 9:1-18 

	No. 
	Pro. 9
	Mother Wisdom
	Pro. 31
	Mother Virtue

	A. 
	9:1
	Her Par Excellence
	
	Her Priceless Eminence

	1. 
	9:1
	Wisdom (chokmowth)

Its Peculiarity only in Proverbs and Psalms.  Pro. 1:20; 9:1; 14:1; 24:7; 
Ps 49:3
	31:10
	Who can find a virtuous woman?
 for her price is far above rubies.

Virtue is chayil = a force of… resources; an army, wealth, virtue, valour. Strong

	2. 
	
	Its Plurality in other Places.

Cf. Gen. 1:1; 9:10; 30:3

	31:29
	Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all.

	3. 
	8:1; 9:10
	The Personality and Person of Wisdom (chokmah) – 39 occ. in Pro

	31:26
	She openeth her mouth with wisdom (chokmah)

	
	
	
	
	

	B.
	9:1-2
	Her Rich Resources
	31:10
	Her Resources are above Rubies

	1. 
	Cf.8:34
	The Structure of her House is Huge with gates and doors.
	31:15, 16, 27
	She has a big HouseHold and a house with a field and in it a vineyard.

	

	2. 
	9:1b
	It is Supported by seven pillars. 

Cf. The Four other Sevens in Proverbs:
	31:10-31

	Seven indicates completeness, wholesomeness and perfection:


	a. 
	6:17-19

	Six things God hates and the Seventh is an abomination.
	Isa. 61:1, 2
	Compare the Messiah’s Seven perfect attributes. 

	b. 
	24:16, NIV
	The Wise and Righteous may Stumble Seven times, but they will Rise again
	Rev. chs. 2, 3
	Compare Christ’s Seven promises to the Overcomer in the Seven Churches.

	c. 
	26:16
	The Suggard is wiser in his own conceit than Seven men that can render a reason.
	31:10-31

31:29
	Consider the Mother Virtue with all her complete and wholesome virtues.
Thou excellest them all.

	d. 
	26:24, 25, NIV
	A Malicious Man disguises himself with his lips, but in his heart he harbours deceit…for seven abominations fill his heart

	31:26
	She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.

	

	3. 
	9:2-6
	She has Servants in her Household.
	
	She does not have Servants

	a. 
	9:2a

9:2b

9:2c
	But She also prepares to Serve:
She Slaughters her beasts.

She Spices her wine.

She Sets the table. (Cf. Psa. 23:5)
	31:15
31:27
	But She does the Service herself:
She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household.
She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness.

	b. 
	9:3 cf. Mt. 22:3
	She Sends out her Servants to invite the Simple:
	31:15


	She…giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens.

	
	
	
	
	

	i. 
	9:3a cf. 8:1-4
	They Call out their invitation to all and Sundry.
	31:20

	She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.

	ii. 
	9:4a, 

9:4b

NRSV
	Their Call includes the Simple:
"You that are Simple, turn in here!"
Cf. 7:7ff; Mt.18:14

To those without Sense (understanding) cf. I Cor. 1:21, 26
	31:26
	She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.

	iii. 
	9:5

	The Call to be Satisfied:
 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled.
	31:27
	She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness

	Conclusion: (9:6)
	Forsake the Foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.
	
	See Conclusion by Mother Virtue below. II. B.4


II. Two Mothers Contrasted.

Pro. 9:1-18
A. The Wise Mother named Wisdom – 
Pro. 9:1-6 cf. 1:20-33

B. The Worldly Mother named Folly
Pro. 9:13-18
1. Contrast Mother Folly with Mother Wisdom.
Pro. 9

	
	The Foolish Mother/Folly
	
	The Wise Mother/Wisdom
	See #A2a above

	a. 
	Folly has a house.

but has nothing to offer; 

She does nothing but she is  clamorous/loud and she is simple and knoweth nothing.
	v. 14a

v. 13a

v. 13b
	Wisdom hath builded her house,

 she hath hewn out her seven pillars:

She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table.
	vv. 1, 2

	b. 
	She sitteth at the door of her house,
	v. 14a
	She hath sent forth her maidens:
	v. 3a

	c. 
	on a seat in the high places of the city,
	v. 14b
	she crieth upon the highest places of the city,

 
	v. 3b

	d. 
	To call those who pass by,  who go right on their ways:
	v. 15 NIV
	
	

	e. 
	Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither
	v. 16a
	Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: 
	v. 4a

	f. 
	and as for him that wanteth understanding, 
	v. 16b
	as for him that wanteth understanding, 
	v. 4b

	g. 
	She saith to him, Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.
	v. 17 

cf. 2:16, 5:3; ct. 5:15-20
	She saith to him, Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled.
	v. 5 cf. Jn. 6:53, 35

	h. 
	Her ways lead to Death.
But he knoweth not that the dead are there;
	v. 18a
	Her ways lead to Life.
Forsake the foolish, and live; 
	v. 6a

	i. 
	and that her guests are in the depths of hell [sheol]
	v. 18b
	and go in the way of understanding. [insight]
	v. 6b, NRSV


2. Consequences Relating to Mother Folly and Mother Wisdom.
Pro. 9:7-12
a. Reproving a Scoffer or the Foolish.
9:7

i. Reprove a Scorner/Scoffer, and he may Shame (abuse/insult) you in Return.
9:7a

ii. Rebuke a wicked Sinner, and he may Scorn (abuse, NIV) you as a Result.
9:7b

iii. Therefore, Reproof not a Scorner, he will just hate you.
9:8a

b. Rebuking a Sage or a Wise Man

i. Rebuke a wise man and he will Respond lovingly to you.
9:8b
ii. Instruct a wise man and he will Increase in wisdom.
9:9a
iii. Educate the righteous, and he will Expand in learning.
9:9b

c. Revering the Sovereign Lord.

9:10

i. To Have Wisdom, Honour the Lord – The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom

ii. To Comprehend the Holy One, Conceive Him well – the knowledge of the holy is understanding
3. Conclusions regarding Mother Wisdom: [A resumption from v. 6]
Pro. 9:11, 12

a. He/She who Receives her advice will live long.

9:11

b. He/She who Rejects her will bear his/her sin.

9:12
c. He/she alone is Responsible for his/her choice/decision – you alone will suffer.
9:12, NIV

4. Conclusions regarding Mother Virtue.
Pro. 31:26-31
a. Of herself: She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.
She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness.
b. From her children: Herr children arise up, and call her blessed; 
c. From her husband: her husband also, and he praiseth her.
d. From all others:
Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all.

Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised.

Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.
VISIT: www.berita-bethel-ung.com TO LISTEN TO THE AUDIO MESSAGE.

ALSO VISIT:  http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/ruminations/2010/274rumination09may2010.doc FOR MOTHER’S DAY RUMINATION.
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